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Black Spot Algae
In Swimming Pools 

Your Pool’s Hidden Enemy



Black spot algae (or black algae) is a stubborn, chlorine-resistant 
type of algae that appears as small, dark spots — o�en in the cor-
ners, steps, grout, and porous surfaces like pebblecrete. Unlike 
green algae, black spot develops deep roots, making it tough to kill 
with just basic chlorine treatments. 

• Visually unappealing: Makes your pool look dirty and poorly maintained.

• Damages pool interior: Can degrade pebblecrete, tiles,
and grout.

• Health risk: Encourages bacterial growth.

• Hard to remove: Roots penetrate into surfaces and requirtargeted treatment.

What Is Black Spot Algae? 
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Why It's a Problem?



1. Test & Balance Your Water 

• Ensure correct pH (7.2–7.6), chlorine 
(2–4 ppm), and alkalinity (80–120 
ppm). 

• Use Test Kit or Insta-Test Strips. 

2. Brush the Affected Areas Aggressively 

• Use a stiff stainless steel brush for 
pebblecrete or nylon brush for fibre-
glass. 

• Break algae's protective layer so 
chemicals can penetrate. 

Factors  Details 

 

Why It Happens 

Problems Caused

How to Get Rid of Black Spot Algae 

Dead spots in the pool allowalgae
to anchor and grow
 
Low chlorine or inconsistent ph give
algae room to thrive
 
Ideal surfaces for algae to anchor
and bury into
 
Without physical disruption, black
algae colonies grow stronger
  
Accelerates growth, especially
in shaded, stagnant areas. 

Pool Circulation 

Imbalanced Water Chemistry 

Rough/ Porous Surfaces 

Irregular Brushing 

Sunlight and Warm Weather  

• Permanent staining of pool interior
 

• Resistance to chlorine treatment 

• Health risks if le� unchecked 

• Damage to pool finish over time 



Long-Term 

Task

Alkalinity  

Ph Levels 

Brush Walls & Floors 

Check chlorine & ph levels 

Use algaecide  

Shock Pool 

Clean Filter  

Improve circulation

Frequency  

Maintain between 80 – 120 ppm 

7.4 – 7.6 

Weekly  

2 x per week 

Fortnightly 

Monthly 

Every 4-6 weeks 

Ongoing

3. Shock the Pool 

• Use Black Spot Algaecide or 
Liquid Chlorine. 

• Follow with a high-dose pool 
shock: 2–3 times the regular dose. 

• Leave pump running 24 hours for 
circulation. 

4. Apply a Specialty Algaecide 

• Black Spot Remover (granular 
form – direct spot treatment). 

• Or Algaecide  – safe for all
surfaces. 

5. Brush Again A�er 24 Hours 

• Scrub the area daily for 3–5 days. 

• Reapply spot treatment if needed. 

6. Vacuum to Waste or Backwash 

• Remove dead algae from the 
pool floor. 

• Ensure filters are cleaned –
especially if using a sand filter. 

Prevention Tips



• Zodiac FloPro Variable Speed Pump – for improved water circulation. 

• Waterco Hydrostar Filter – excellent for removing algae residue. 

• Zodiac Leaf Catchers & Skimmers – to prevent organic debris buildup. 

Additional Tools to Consider

• Skip brushing – even the best chemicals won’t work without physi-

cal removal. 

• Mix chemicals directly – always add to water, not vice versa. 

• Ignore recurring spots – black spot algae will return quickly if not 

fully eradicated.

Do Not


